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Kelantan turban case gives cops a headache
KOTA BARU: Muslims wearing the serban (turban) instead of crash helmets will not be booked until the Kelantan traffic 

police untangle a confusion over the interpretation of the related traffic regulation.

State police chief Senior Asst Commissioner (I) Datuk Abdul Rahim Hanafi said he had ordered a stop to the issuance of

summonses pending a directive from Bukit Aman and possibly the Attorney-General.

A group of young motorcyclists riding their machines in Kota Baru
wearing ‘serban’ instead of safety helmets. A question has arisen in this
town over whether it is an offence to wear the ‘serban’ instead of
helmets and even the police have stopped issuing summonses until
they get a clearer picture. The matter arose after one motorcyclist
challenged a traffic summons in court. – MOHD SAHAR MISNI / The
Star

He has referred the matter to Bukit Aman’s legal division to study the interpretation of serban in the current traffic 

ordinance.

SAC Abdul Rahim said this after handing over 102 Proton Waja vehicles to investigating officers from the narcotics, 

crime, commercial crime and traffic police departments.

He said the exemption was only for motorcyclists wearing the traditional serban and not other forms of headgear.

“Those wearing other than the strict version of serban will be booked,” he said.

In Ipoh, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Musa Hassan said there should be no exceptions to the law.



Exempting those with serban from being summoned, he said, would give rise to others using it as an excuse not to wear 

helmets.

The confusion arose on Tuesday after Pasir Tumboh religious school student Ahmad Nasir Darus, 27, challenged a 

traffic summons issued for not wearing a crash helmet on Sept 20 last year in the magistrate's court.

His counsel Ahmad Rizal Effende Zainol cited a clause stating exemptions accorded to motorcyclists which covers those

who are classified as “Haji, Hajjah, Lebai and Singh.”

Ahmad Rizal argued that motorcyclists wearing serban could be described as lebai (pious man).
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